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History of the honeybees



•All the honeybees 
come from Europe and 
Africa

• Sapiens has moved 
honeybees over the 
last centuries..



• The first strain in America 
was the black bee (mellifera), the 
yellow bee (ligustica) and others…

• North America in 1622

• Cuba in 1763

• Brazil in 1839

• Chili in 1857

• Until an experimentation 
in Brazil in 1956 with 
Scutellata…



•Africanized honeybee 
is perfectly adapted to 
the environment…

•…But not to the 
beekeepers !



How to select a honeybee for beekeeping ?

French Guyana 2019 Martinique 2016



•We use the Brother ADAM 
method

=> Breeding queens based on 
✓careful observation, 
✓controlled mating,
✓and ruthless selection.



Successes and Challenges 
over the last 10 years



APIGUY association

President : Mr Olivier BELLONY

• 70 beekeepers (3 to 5 full-time 
professionals)

• About 800 beehives

• Average honey production : 50 
to 100 Kg/y

FEEDBACK in French Guyana



• https://www.apinov.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/How-to-
move-on-to-a-competitive-beekeeping-Situation-in-French-
Guyana.pdf

FEEDBACK in French Guyana

https://www.apinov.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/How-to-move-on-to-a-competitive-beekeeping-Situation-in-French-Guyana.pdf


• Low density of honeybees
• Resources
• European training and advice 

project since 2016
• 1 mating station for production 

of “tropicalized Buckfast 
queens”. Contact : Mr. Olivier 
BELLONY obellony@gmail.com
=> Local honeybee breeding is 

forbidden !

FEEDBACK in French Guyana

mailto:obellony@gmail.com


• Example of Bruno 
GAUCHER on 102 
beehives in 2018.

• F1 produce on average 
62% more than local 
honey bees

FEEDBACK in French Guyana



• Study of the varroa 
sensitivity to acaricides

(in collaboration with VITA 
BEEHEALTH, Almecija 2020)

=> Promote a sustainable 
varroa control strategy

FEEDBACK in French Guyana



FEEDBACK

Mr. Alain LOF in Martinique
Mr. Benoit FOUCAN in Guadaloupe



Future Projects



• Create in tropical America 
a network of Honey bee
selection centers

• Promote the “Buckfast 
tropicalized queens” and 
advanced technics of 
beehives management

• Promote advanced 
beekeeping technics and 
tools 

Introduction of a tropicalized
buckfast queen from Martinique in 

Thailand



Contact :

• Benjamin POIROT

• +33 6 70 75 41 23 

• benjamin.poirot@apinov.com


