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istory of Beekeeping in St Kitts

/=St. Kitts and Nevis has a rich recorded history of beekeeping. Eva
Crane Trust (1985) sponsored some research and cited records
dating back to when St Kitts was a French colony. In 1964, Pinchon
referred to introduction of the honeybee to “Saint Christophe” in
1688, found in The Archives Nationales” located in Paris, France.
They found no accounts of bees from France across the Caribbean
that predates this.

= |t seems that between 1688 and 1720 the formal practice of
beekeeping may have died out. There were also records referring to
‘wild colonies’ in both St Kitts and her sister island — Nevis, believing
that they had swarmed to Nevis from St Kitts in the Alexander
Hamilton Museum on Nevis.

= The records further showed that honeybee queens were
introduced to St Kitts and Nevis in the 1900s from Italy.

https://www.evacranetrust.org/uploads/document/ddbae8233fbee076cc834101df840ac551fa" l.u”"

Rinchon, R. (1964) Quetques mpects de Is nature MUX Antilles (Fort-de-France, Martinique : Au



- Caribbean is an area of great concern because diseases have the
potential to threaten the economic and environmental viability of the
sector, with knock-on effects for crop pollination and the natural
environment.

= In this report, Solomon finds that Anguilla, British Virgin Islands and St
itts were free of brood diseases and Acarapis and Varroa mites. At
gest, it may be said that there have been no reported case of diseases
" or mites in these countries/islands.

.ﬂ w.beesfordevelopment.org/media/2742/chapter-15.pdf




* President is Mr George Rogers. Tremendous energy and tireless
commitment to the area.

* Last December, a new management was elected. Co-op Secretary is
female.

* Majority of the communication occurs via a chat that includes 24
persons. Also have monthly meetings at the Department of
Agriculture base and via ZOOM during lockdown.

* Five of these are female. Approximately half of the co-op are aged
between 35 and 50. Approximately 25% aged under 35 and 25% aged
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atistics

Type of bees - Europeanised
2. Number of colonies — Approximately 200

3. ©  Number of beekeeper by sex/age — Principally made up of
farmers/agriculturalists, ‘backyard’ beekeepers and newcomers

4. - Production Levels of various hives — Difficult to answer
Value-added hive-products — Beeswax, propolis as well as honey




UNESCO’S MAN & BIOSPHERE PROGRAMME

OTIS JEFFERS — BEE THE BUZZ ON THE RESERVE
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UNESCO’S MAN & BIOSPHERE PROGRAMME

« Together with 4 other young people in  « This project, funded by the Flemish

the Latin America & Caribbean, Otis government of Belgium, aims to

has been selected to implement his Improve the socio-economic

own youth project. With 'Bee the Buzz development of young ﬁeople_ living In

of thé Reserve', Otis will promote biosphere reserves in the Latin

pollinators for crop production and America and Caribbean region.

various prlcl)duct?] of honey beles._ This . More

a%lc\:/tl;[ga\iv;n;%erl]%r Kg\lfvn% %ergdpueclen a Info: https://en.unesco.org/node/305416
oney, wax and other bi-products b * Unesco Platform Vlaanderen UNESCO

creating a demonstration unit. It wil Youth St. Kitts - Nevis National

contribute to the green economy by Commission for Unesco

giving young people the opportunity to
e entrepreneurs in bee-keeping, and
will provide employment opportunities.


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fen.unesco.org%2Fnode%2F305416%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2aOqI18H_mHwtRo0uz8-OJddQj-ZjTwtR-BTmSNDgCeBB3nNfBlUI2f4g&h=AT0Hk2Kjw9mcQbQTzzzi4fqW3Ixc7tTUktCsA_3H2yU18p7VVPzIuNk-U_8oGggfl-udx-jYSFmwFey4kUc0VqZA3r_Itb2cqGGqVfAc-LGjgQdzEXndUe84RuztXyIU1eYAcTQoHlnOASw-Tju1-MzgmDakug3TxGE_qXzCNhWM9F1DbE91kuirQMGDVP6GYscDRUHlJ2bDhnFBMPtRCTFloyvnb40yu3i3q6eS5B5dR16ZgtznzRjD1z9lVrxsiQQqKpfv8W4vBh3QwOQFzV7VJgH5LZx4lJFCAj1XdwOPO6_lZ7i4txqtMkIvqvqa-8SMmdwyvkM4-Hqp550KD9kgqK_loRWjFndZMaDMqvtfn6oHPj2Lk1LC4olc1gI3Ilmp7BS6vHxrEAJc_raQWSBQvsPTyo2_6efsgELUiw12oSYn0i3a-cLW6A_Mf-F1Xm4-ygOFzEU9Cv-1Wbo-PfChFiT9CfDmUYi3k4rcGzMCzbwNoiEJWmV7xEnjzhzq5IDLuz1XCNkBjCxugO_iEYamyi9Rml3CW_0lspe9zwpnodav16sBiPGT0Djnn86nDO6gZPUNX_rP6ZsrYR359EjoO_Jz55CqTgyaloeqwn1BKjgwqBkzUZqM7LzBtyWQgq_VXyEQktvYcEO_r9BK-86FEfWlfxTjpM6XavX3SOchEfWuvwBJDOHO4ZsF2LuHkbqQxspvh7l5nerYD13OBCjOpUnmqCziVdetzDVUYgp_LUOkVfUE_7x2LfmeQwaDqDpbYc7EuU25kS1hkMNJOx8Hed1ISlKxygXu_8x_LHd98YUsm4xcbwxU22iNfX4G4iXSK-dhQ4QCp7JPTLyCUA
https://www.facebook.com/UnescoPlatformVlaanderen/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDubZeq7M2e301mWj23aXp2Df2avmC_9atF-apPFypNo0eNuQnFIagAxt7A4D3nyOrWizV6-HYIUFUL&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDtyuqDkuCldZD0wVvJrmQVj6ufDDVnPujVK_36DcmRo-GJWXoWFSlPlbkOlXOhviyrjVIGMTmGvKlRvrjU4IpWDukXGf4xKcscMffw4aTsW3EYdL0KpHjwFVSqkewqsDB1mAeHkbjah-uZR4_7oB2pr8esPNjpW2Qb7PUgc196cYsL_SdW3NN69u2jrcAcsTBQccKW081BIrOJMpqIfJWbwi_ZHGkWrabCmc4ZWWXasDtp77iQpgjDSsnNu15adENC6C5lwxRQK9XA2eN5YSKq4pIfa1qPgyL4kycZqRIWWLXhZe9vVOom2JoaMR9QZs--y6dT_y5On556GF_pjd6Pt__GnFUJm_26sxR9f8A_PHHdykifqZSQ6ew4NGlyDwUZHJEFMcD5hZsrbL_eHd7AGiYyITVT8Kz83EbkrkxlTMslPSr4YuV9hcoapAuS6yIyzcknu0_uUEBtCaJ7SyK5h7Rx9XCRRBFm4IPI_2l2TGt5IlJBAx_6
https://www.facebook.com/UNESCOyouth/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAam790MNXrwThYmNphmP8o_pOuK1iu9qNQcybfIsexpzwgUh1-lVN1-U2r433nSX-gdUXLr0qfISGI&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDtyuqDkuCldZD0wVvJrmQVj6ufDDVnPujVK_36DcmRo-GJWXoWFSlPlbkOlXOhviyrjVIGMTmGvKlRvrjU4IpWDukXGf4xKcscMffw4aTsW3EYdL0KpHjwFVSqkewqsDB1mAeHkbjah-uZR4_7oB2pr8esPNjpW2Qb7PUgc196cYsL_SdW3NN69u2jrcAcsTBQccKW081BIrOJMpqIfJWbwi_ZHGkWrabCmc4ZWWXasDtp77iQpgjDSsnNu15adENC6C5lwxRQK9XA2eN5YSKq4pIfa1qPgyL4kycZqRIWWLXhZe9vVOom2JoaMR9QZs--y6dT_y5On556GF_pjd6Pt__GnFUJm_26sxR9f8A_PHHdykifqZSQ6ew4NGlyDwUZHJEFMcD5hZsrbL_eHd7AGiYyITVT8Kz83EbkrkxlTMslPSr4YuV9hcoapAuS6yIyzcknu0_uUEBtCaJ7SyK5h7Rx9XCRRBFm4IPI_2l2TGt5IlJBAx_6
https://www.facebook.com/StKittsNevisNationalCommissionForUnesco/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARB2LWpKL3f3UApMUKggJ2qbM1ky40Tberc_nM3KwpdnIvvkraYAvPDaR8E3jozJ8rbDYIHgIv6cB75Z&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDtyuqDkuCldZD0wVvJrmQVj6ufDDVnPujVK_36DcmRo-GJWXoWFSlPlbkOlXOhviyrjVIGMTmGvKlRvrjU4IpWDukXGf4xKcscMffw4aTsW3EYdL0KpHjwFVSqkewqsDB1mAeHkbjah-uZR4_7oB2pr8esPNjpW2Qb7PUgc196cYsL_SdW3NN69u2jrcAcsTBQccKW081BIrOJMpqIfJWbwi_ZHGkWrabCmc4ZWWXasDtp77iQpgjDSsnNu15adENC6C5lwxRQK9XA2eN5YSKq4pIfa1qPgyL4kycZqRIWWLXhZe9vVOom2JoaMR9QZs--y6dT_y5On556GF_pjd6Pt__GnFUJm_26sxR9f8A_PHHdykifqZSQ6ew4NGlyDwUZHJEFMcD5hZsrbL_eHd7AGiYyITVT8Kz83EbkrkxlTMslPSr4YuV9hcoapAuS6yIyzcknu0_uUEBtCaJ7SyK5h7Rx9XCRRBFm4IPI_2l2TGt5IlJBAx_6

Successes and Challenges to growth

development

THE FEDERATION OF ST KITTS AND NEVIS HAS TAKEN STEPS TO REVIVE
ITS BEEKEEPING INDUSTRY.

« THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE HAS JOINED FORCES WITH THE
EMBASSY OF ARGENTINA, WHICH IS BASED IN BARBADOS AND. THE
INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR CO-OPERATION ON AGRICULTURE
FOR A BEEKEEPING INVESTIGATIVE MISSION.

* REGISTRAR OF COOPERATIVES AT THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
CLYDE THOMPSON SAID THAT MANY PERSONS ARE UNAWARE THAT A
FULLY FUNCTIONAL BEE KEEPERS COOPERATIVE PRODUCED LOCAL
HONEY YEARS AGO.

* HE SAID A SIGNIFICANT DECREASE IN THE PRODUCTION OF LOCAL
I_II\I%I\LIJES%lR$ROMPTED THE NEED TO REVIVE THE ONCE PROFITABLE

“THE LOCAL PEOPLE DON’T TRUST THE IMPORTED HONEY BECAUSE
THEY KNOW THAT THE LOCAL HONEY IS OF GOOD QUALITY”, HE SAID.

https://www.looptt.com/content/st-kitts-nevis-partners-argentina-boos’/ L”"mg-

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



« St. Kitts Bees are thriving 2013 Eustace Caines mentor g in

oney Man’ Harvey 2012 : Florida 2014
w.san|bes.com/news/newsdetal * http://www.beesfordevelopment.o https://caribbeanbeekeeping.wordpre
214 rg/media/2742/chapter-15.pdf

/O3/16/mentoring—st—kitts—beekeeper/



https://caribbeanbeekeeping.wordpress.com/2013/07/31/st-kitts-bees-are-thriving/

ttps://www.thestkittsnevisobserver.com/bee-

in-us/

“For decades, the Caribbean
has counted on its pristine .
beaches — and Guyana on its
lUSh raintorests — to draw
millions of visitors. Now, the
region’s countries are
inCreasingly looking to broaden
their draw with beé tourism —
also known as apitourism — at
a time the populations of more
than 700 North American bee
varieties are on the decline,
ccording to the Center for
ological Diversity.”

Future Projects

The SKEP is derived from Agro-Tourism

eeping-a-growth-industry-in-caribbean-as-it-declines- Demonstration Farm Cooperation Project
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https://www.ozy.com/fast-forward/kingston-says-get-up-stand-up-to-win-back-tourism/88122/
https://www.ozy.com/fast-forward/the-rise-of-black-south-african-bee-farmers/81347/
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URE’S HARVEST HONEY FARM =

https://www.nookfarmhoney.co.uk/#!/Printed-canvs
20cm-Honey-Bee-&-Rosebay-Willow-Herb-Picture-f
P&P/p/250430425/category=0




