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History of Beekeeping in The Bahamas

• Earliest records go back to the 
Benedictine Monks in the 1400s

• Mennonite Mission in North Andros in 
1983

• Anecdotal information 

• In 2015 Partnership with Gold Stream Ltd, 
Department of Cooperatives and IICA
held the first Permapiculture workshop 
with Dr. Manuel Sanchez (Perone hives)

• Trained over 400 persons in beekeeping 
on 7 islands

• Still a fledgling industry



Islands with 
Bee 
populations

Island name

Area

Km sq

Area

Sq miles

1 North Andros 3,439 1,328

2 Great Inagua 1,615 596

3 South Andros 1,448 559

4 Great Abaco 1,146 442

5 Grand Bahama 1,096 423

6 Long Island, Bahamas 538 230

7 Eleuthera 457 176

8 Cat Island 387 150

9 New Providence 228 80

10 Exuma 204 79

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Andros
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Inagua
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Andros
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Abaco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Bahama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Island,_Bahamas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleuthera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cat_Island,_Bahamas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Providence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exuma


Demographic 
profile

• Type of bees – Apis melifera (Italians?)

• Number of colonies.

• In The Bahamas there are approximately 
800 plus hives and 65 beekeepers. 

• Number of beekeepers with ages ranging 
from 20yrs to 70yrs old and 20% being 
women**.

• Production Levels of various hives

• Average 4 gallons per hive per year
(inconclusive due to lack of records)



Successes and Challenges to growth 
development



Baseline of the Apiculture Sector 
in The Bahamas 

• IICA Bioeconomy project for The Bahamas 
and Barbados

• Visited islands – Exuma and New 
Providence



Problems 
Identified in 
baseline studies

• Lack and / or 
weakness of 
community 

organizations 
and groups

• Absence of 
technological 

packages 
adapted to local 

conditions.

• Poor link with 
markets.

• Lack of a 
strategic plan 

for the 
beekeeping 

sector.



Key Recommendations

• Implement innovation processes with the leading role of the actors involved.

• Innovation in production technology, transformation and adaptation technology in evaluation 
and preservation of better adapted local germplasm (eco-types), production of living material, 
nutritional management, monitoring and sanitary management prioritizing Varroosis, colony 
management for honey production, etc.

• Innovation in process technology, adaptation of the harvest, extraction and processing of honey 
to the conditions of the country, quality management and added value to bee products (honey, 
wax, royal jelly, pollen, propolis and apitoxin)

• Organizational innovation, through the preparation of territorial plans, organizational 
strengthening, environmental preservation and linkage with markets.



Grand Bahama Youth Apiculture 
Development Programme
(GBYADP)

• Ages 17-35

• 2 day Introductory workshop with 60 
participant

• 27 for the 16 week training

• January 2nd, 2018

• Partners

• Office of The Prime Minister in 
Grand Bahama

• Bahamas Development Bank

• IICA

• Department of Cooperatives



Grand Bahama 
Youth Apiculture 
Development 
Programme

• Curriculum

• Review of Introductory beekeeping 
workshop.  A history of Beekeeping in 
Grand Bahama

• Agro-Ecotourism Opportunities and 
creation of a business Plan

• Beekeeping Equipment and site 
management and  Extractions

• Working a Colony Catching and Hiving 
Swarm 



Grand Bahama 
Youth Apiculture 
Development 
Programme 
(cont’d)

• Curriculum

• Bee pests and diseases construction of 
low cost  hives

• Permapiculture

• Forming a Cooperative and Financial 
recording keeping

• Marketing products and the hives and 
business plan development (Products of 
the Hive)

• Public Speaking and business writing

• Customer Service



GBYADP Holistic approach

• Toastmasters

• Product development

• Career fairs

• CWA 2018



Instructors

• Nicholas Weaver – University of Georgia

• Bo Sterk – U of Florida Caribbean Bee College

• Dr. Kevin Bethel – Medical Dr. and Beekeeper (Grand Bahama)

• Nathan Burrows – Marketing and Branding Specialist (NP)

• Charles Burrows – Local Beekeeper (NP)

• Rueben Rahming – Local Beekeeper (NP)

• Kim Robertson – St. Augustine Florida

• Dr. Manuel Sanchez – IICA Guatemala Rep

• Mrs. Deborah Pratt - Business professional (GB)

• Demekas Foster – DTM, trainer and professional public speaker

• Shacara Lightbourne – IICA Technical Specialist



Achievements of 
GBYADP
• Career fair

• Agriculture Expo in NP

• Presentation at the Rotary Club in Grand Bahama

• Danish reporter visiting with the MOT

• Received a grant of $1000 from Rotary Club of St. 
Augustine

• Received grant from Cable Cares Foundation of 
$1000 for documentary

• GEF SGP

• Meeting with the US Charge d’ Affairs

• Loans

• Caribbean Bee College 2018



Grand Bahama 
Beekeepers Coop

• The Grand Bahama Beekeeping 
Cooperative Society Limited: local 
representative cooperative for 
beekeeping research, standardization, 
education and development in Grand 
Bahama. It has 17 members, mainly 
women and young people. 

• The organization provides services of 
bee removals, pollination, bee 
equipment rentals and hive 
maintenance. Some members have 
developed cosmetic bee products like 
soaps, lipsticks and bee souvenirs.



Value added Products
• Soaps

• Lotions 

• Souvenirs

• Honey comb

• Light and Dark Honey



Products

• Luminaries

• Lip balm

• Bee boxes

• Honey soaps

• Painted hive boxes



Value added 
Products

• Shoe Polish

• Bees wax snack wraps

• Lip balm

• Honey straws

• Honey baskets



• Hive Removals 
New Providence
and 
Grand Bahama
$200 USD and 
UP



Hurricane Dorian

• 104 in Abaco and 115  hive boxes with 
colonies lost

• Thousands of acres of pine forests 
destroyed due to salt water intrusion

• 30 beekeepers affected



Rebuilding after 
Dorian

• IICA Rapid Response Action and 
Mannlake donation

• Funds raised at Apimondia 2019

• GB Beekeepers $20,000 in funding 
office of the Prime Minister in Grand 
Bahama



BAD NEWS



Community 
Partners

• CATHERINE Booker at 
Exuma Foundation

• Savannah Bee Company –
Bee Cause Project

• Training in Beekeeping and 
Marketing on 4 islands in 
2019

• Observation hives



University of Georgia

• University of Georgia, Honey Bee 
Program: program from the University of 
Georgia (UGA), United States dedicated to 
increase humanity's knowledge of bee 
biology, bee management, and crop 
pollination and to deliver that knowledge in 
the most effective manner to interested 
users. This program led two workshops and 
supported a trip for 4 beekeepers from 
Exuma to the UGA/Young Harris Beekeeping 
Institute.



Community Partners

• 242 BeeMasters Prison beekeepers programme with BAMSI

• One Eleuthera Foundation 

• Ministry of Agriculture and Marine Resources

• Department of Cooperatives

• Department of Environmental Health Services



Future Projects

• Development of Standards for the Beekeeping Industry in The Bahamas

• Opportunity to export Queens - Exuma

• Capacity building for The Bahamas National Beekeepers Cooperative Society

• Apitourism

• Government funding for Fishers, Farmers and Beekeepers $5million US



Thank You!!


